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ST MATTHEW’S Sunday 15" November 2026 (2"Y Before Advent)

PERRY BELCHLES

TODAY'’S HYMNS: The Collect

Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son
Introit: 676 was revealed to destroy the works of
Immortal, invisible the devil and to make us the
Gradual: 258 children of God and heirs of eternal
O thou who camest from above life: grant that we, having this hope,
Offertory 663 may purify ourselves even as he is
How shall I sing that majesty pure; that when he shall appear in
Communion: 646 power and great glory we may be
God is working his purpose out made like him in his eternal and
Recessional: 476 glorious kingdom; where he is alive
Forth in thy name, O Lord I go and reigns with you, in the unity of

the Holy Spirit, one God, nhow and
for ever. Amen

A reading from Zephaniah 1.7, 12-end

Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is at hand; the Lord has
prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. At that time I will search
Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people who rest complacently on
their dregs, those who say in their hearts, ‘The Lord will not do good, nor will
he do harm.” Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste.
Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant
vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them. The great day of the Lord is
near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, the
warrior cries aloud there. That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and
anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of
clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet blast and battle cry

against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. I will bring such
distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind; because they have
sinned against the Lord, their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their
flesh like dung. Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on
the day of the Lord’s wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be
consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the
earth.

Psalm 34.1-10

Our eyes look to the Lord our God, until he shows us his mercy
To you I lift up my eyes, to you enthroned in the heavens.

As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters,

and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress,

so our eyes look to the Lord our God, until he shows us his mercy.
Our eyes look to the Lord our God, until he shows us his mercy
Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy,

for we have had more than enough of contempt,



too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, and of the derision of the proud.
Our eyes look to the Lord our God, until he shows us his mercy

A reading from 1 Thessalonians 5.1-11

Concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need
to have anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the
day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say, ‘There is
peace and security’, then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labour
pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you,
beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you
are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of
darkness. So then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake
and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get
drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God
has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may
live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as
indeed you are doing.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew
25.14-30

Jesus told his disciples this parable: ‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey,
summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five
talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then
he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and
traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who
had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the
one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.
‘After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with
them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing
five more talents, saying, “"Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, 1
have made five more talents.” His master said to him, "Well done, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in
charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” ‘And the one with
the two talents also came forward, saying, “"Master, you handed over to me
two talents; see, I have made two more talents.” His master said to him, “"Well
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things,
I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.”
‘Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying,
“Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow,
and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and
hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” '‘But his master
replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did
not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested
my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was
my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with



the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will
have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have
will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” ’

Post communion prayer

Gracious Lord, in this holy sacrament you give substance to our hope: bring
us at the last to that fullness of life for which we long; through Jesus Christ
our Saviour. Amen.

Please do stay for refreshments in the Lounge and Family Room after
the service.

If you could offer someone a lift to church, please let us know.

You can continue to make contributions to the food bank by putting any goods in
the basket by the door.

Please put your request for prayers during the intercessions on the sheet on
the table.

If you would like to contribute towards the cost of flowers, please place any
donations in the pot on the table

The next meeting of the PCC will be on Wednesday 18" November; Mass at 7pm,
followed by the meeting.

The Sick and Those in Need:
Please contact Margaret Cox if you would like to add anyone to our prayer list.

Sat: Barbara Linley, Andrew & Gail Walker, John Hope, Barbara Hayward
Mon: Fr Barry Smart, Revd Frank and Margaret Finch,
Bali Dhugga, John Duncombe, Pam Millard
Tue: Jayne Middleton, Loretta Charles, Bernadette O’Sullivan,
Lorna Wild, Barrie Greenwood, Rachel & Fay
Wed: Shirley Woodley, Eileen Eveson, Jean Hayes, Irene Roberts
Thu: Dai & Lal Gravell, Shirley and Ray Hollins, Mark Hawkins

Ann Edwards, Roger Furnell, Helene Haig
Fri: David & Anne Gadd, Barbara Dring, Sue & Tony Kyte, Henry Cole




This week at St Matthew’s:

Morning Prayer: Thursday and Friday, 9.15am (Chapel)
Mass: Wednesday, 7pm; Thursday & Friday, 10am (Chapel)
Phone-in service: Tuesday, 7.30pm (call 0333 011 0616; code is 1499488#)

Bereavement & Friendship Group: Monday, 1.30-3.30pm
Community Café: Friday, 11am-1pm

SUNDAY 22" NOVEMBER
10am: PARISH MASS (Christ the King)

Other dates for the diary
Wednesday 18", 4.30pm: Evening Prayer

Vicar: Father George Reeves
Email: vicar@stmatthewsperrybeeches.org.uk  Phone: 07507 312040

Thank you for worshipping with us at St Matthew’s today. If you are new to church,
or if you would like a meeting with the Vicar, please complete the form below and
leave it on the table by the main entrance.
Name:
Email:

Phone:

Please tick any that apply:
e | am new to church and would like to find out more

e | would like a meeting with the Vicar

e | would like to join the church email list

It costs around £250 a day to keep St Matthew’s open, and we rely entirely on the
generosity of our congregation and visitors.

You can support the ministry and mission of St Matthew’s by making a cash donation, or
by using the contactless card reader on the table by the front door.

Thank you!


mailto:vicar@stmatthewsperrybeeches.org.uk

